had a copy of a parody which imitated perfectly the King's
confidential, easy manner of address on state occasions.

" My Lords and Gentlemen," it ran, " I told you at our
last meeting that the winter was the fittest time for busi-
ness, and in truth I thought it so till my Lord Treasurer
assured me that ye Spring is ye fittest time for salads and
subsidies. I hope therefore this April will not prove so un-
natural as not to afford plenty of both; some of you may
perhaps think it dangerous to make me too rich, but do
not fear it, I promise you faithfully (whatever you give) I
will take care to want; and yet in that you may rely on me,
I will never break it although in other things my word may
be thought a slender authority. My Lords and Gentlemen,
I can bear my own straights with patience, but My Lord
Treasurer doth protest that the revenue as it now stands
is too little for us both; one of us must pinch for it, if you
do not help us out. I must speak freely to you, I am under
incumbrances; for besides my whores in service, my re-
f ormado ones lie hard upon me. I have a pretty good estate,
I must confess, but Odd's fish, I have a charge on't. Here is
my Lord Treasurer can tell you that all the moneys de-
signed for the Summer's Guards must of necessity be ap-
plied for next year's cradles and swaddling clothes; what
then shall we do for ships? I only hint that to you; that's
your business, not mine. I know by experience I can live
without them; I lived twenty years abroad without ships
and was never in better health in my life, but how well you
can live without them you had best try. I leave it to your-
selves to judge, and therefore only mention it; I do not
intend to insist upon that* . . .

" If you desire more instances of my zeal I have them
for you; for example, I have converted all my natural sons
from popery, (and I may say without vanity) it was more
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